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4 look at the past is often the best way to obtain guidance for
the future. Especially is this true in the field of military know-
ledge. The seldier without experience in armor will find this article
to be helpful in that it ’qontains successful solutions to numercus
tactical problems that will be met sgain in any fulure war; the soldier
with armored experience will find that which ?;a already knows to be
confirmed.

Armor, successfully employed in ’explcitation, exemplifiss the appe
lication of most of the principles of war .kaown to the armies of today.
Because of this the exploitation operations of the 6th Armored Division
in Central Germany have been chosen as the means of imparting some of
the lessons learned by the suthor while serving in that unit as the
cperations officer of the 9th Armored Infantry Battelion,

The period covered begins on the 29th day of March 1945 and ends on
the 15th of April of the same year. During this time the 6th armored |
Division was a part of the Third United States Army. This Army, commanded
by General G. S. Patton, Jr., had crossed the Hhine River in the vicinity |
of Oppenheim on 22 March 1945 and had driven immediately to the Main
River with the 4th and 6th Armored Divisions leading the attack,l

l. General G, S. Patton, Jr., WAR AS I KNBE® IT, p. 273.

W G- (—————— SR
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Crossings of the Main River were then forced east and west of the
city of Frankfurt, It was the intention of the army commander to drive
due north from here with his armor toward the cities of Giessen and

Kassel.)

&ﬁex these crossings haé been made the Third drmy recsived
mﬁtmction# to move &s rapidly as possible to the north to the 1ine
of the Worra and Heser Rivers, and after attaining that line to move
east on the Eiba givemz |

On March 31, 1945 Géneral Patton had further delinested this
mission to the XXth Corps of his Army. The XXth Corps was to be on
the left (north) of the Third Army in its drive to the Elbe and wes
given permission to by;pass Kassel with the 6th Armored Division in _
order to accelerate the movement to the cast.? This was interpreted
to mean that the 6th Armored would not by-pass that city unless it
was apparent that it was stoutly éefenéed; |

The evening of 31 March 1945 found the 6th Armored Division dis-
posed in such a way as to be able to move either to the north or to
the east. | Combat Command 4 had a bridge across the Eder R.’gv’eé in the
§iciaity of Wabern; and Combat Commend B was preparing to bridde the
Fulda River at Malsfeld (See Sketch 1), & railroad bridge in mi
hands at this latter town was not suitable to carry the division loads,

which made the building of a new bridge necessary.

1. General G, 8. Patton, Jr., VAR AS I KNEW JT. p. 275.

4

2. Ibid. p. 279.
3a Ibidi PPs 279"'8(}-




These dispositions put the 6th Armored in a position to attack
and capture Kassel with CCa and then move toward the Elbe River; or

in the event of stromg resistance on the cutskirts of this city, to

funnel over the bridge that was being constructed at Malsfeld, leaving

Kassel to be cleared by units that were following in the wake of the

flying armored ao}.nms.:l

In the event it was necessary to pursue the latter course of
action, ¥ajor General Robert W, Grow, who commanded the 6th Armored,
planned to have the division advance in maltiple columns after Lross-
ing the Fulda, with the mission of capturing the cities of Erfurt and
Weimar. CCA was to be on the left (morth) flank and CCB on the right
(south) flank, The 86th Cavalry Squadron, Mechanized, was to §ro§ect

the division's flank on the north and te maintain contact with the

south unit of the First United States Army. Reserve Command was to
follow the leading combat commands, protect the division trains, and
mop up any by-passed resistance in the zone»‘z |
The division was arg#aized in an orthodax manner for ite exploita~
tion mission. The six major commands were as follows: Combat Command
&, Combat Command B, Reserve Command (CCR) Division Artillery, Divisien
Trains and the 86th Cavalry Reconnsissance Squadron, Wechanized.® In

addition to regular attachments such as tank destroyers and anti-aircraft

il

1. (Clyde J. Burke, Combat Record of the Sixth Armored Division. p. 251.

2. After Action Report, 6th Armored Division. p.l.
30 Ibid0 p?» }.*'-‘2&



artillery, General Grow had received a regimental combat team from
the 65th Infantry Division and a field artillery group from XXth
Corps. (For a detailed breakdown of the Givision order of battle,

see Annex 1.}

CC4 and CCB contained the bulk of the pegular armored units of

the division., CCA had two tank battelions and one armored infantry
‘battalion agd €CB contained two armored infantry battalions aﬁéAoné
iank battalion, Division Artillery controlled a}l artillery units
and was supporting all three of the combat commands. Division Trains
controlled all of the service elements of the division. The 86th
Cavalry, which usually operated cn a flank was reinforced with tank
destrnyers:and engineers to make it more capable of independent action..
Reserve Command controlled all units that were in divisien raserva and
on ﬁnmareus ccc&sicns it conducted offensive operations like the other
two combst commands. A

Tke.commanéers of CCA and CCB broke thelr attachments down: agéin
to organize one combat team sround the armored infamiry battalion and
oné around the tank battalion., 4 typical armored infhntxyfccmbatvﬁeam
consisted of the battslion less one rifle company; & tenk company; an

engineer platoon; a tank destroyer platoon, and a field artillery




.

‘battalion in direct support. Similarly a tenk battalfon combat tesm

was compoged of the game units except that the tank battalion was

less one tank company and it had attached an armored infantry company »
?ﬁe reader should keep in mind that the organization just des~

cribed was not stable but was changed as needed tc fit the tactical

sitvation during the coming days of battle, When these changes occur

they are noted in the text.

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES OF THE AREA OF OPERAT IONS

The area of operations of the 6th Armored Division during the
pericd covered herein is largely encompassed by the provinces of
Saxony and Thuringia, Germeny.

The terrain of both states is similar, ranging from fertile
farming plains to approximately 4000 foct mountain pesks, The Thure
ingian Forests further complicate the picture in the province of that
name. 1

The major water cobstacles in this zone are the Weser, Weisse-

Flster, Saale, ¥erra, Fulda, Zwick-Mulde, Zachopau and Elbe Rivers.?

411 of these streams flow genmerally perpendicular to the direction of

advance of the 6th Armored and, with the exception of the Elbe, each

of them presented that unit with a major tactical problem.

1. Encyclopedia Britannica, 1946 edition, Vol, 20, pp. 33-37.
Article: “Saxony} Vol. 22, pp. 171-72. Article: *Thuringia.®

2. Ibid.
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The two principal mountain ranges are the Rhon &waﬁgs‘iﬁs in the
western portion of Thuringia, and the Ergegebirge ﬁountéins, located
in the eastern part of Thuringie and in the western zones of Ssxors'.l

?rineipal cities of the two provinces are Nuhlhausen, 4ltenburg,
Lagensalza, Zé-itz, Gera, Erﬁxrﬁ, Leipzig, Jena, Weimar, Dresdem, and
Chemnitz.z ” |

In summation of the above data, it may be said that this is not
ideal terrain for the successful operation of an armored division.
However, when it is #iawed with the knowledge that it wes not defended
by a cohesive, determineé body of enemy troops, it becomes apparent

that the potential of this ground was largely lost tc our late German

| eneny.

EXPLOITATION TOWARD THE ELBE

- First Day - 1 fpril :t%g (Sket ch 2}
After an all-night fight by CCA, it was apparent that the ci‘ey of

Kassel could not be taken gquickly by this command. In accordance with
the orders of the XXth Corps Commander, this mission was turned over
to the 80th Infantry Division and the attention of all elements of the

6th Armored was turned to the east}

1. BEncyclopedis Britannica, 1946 edition, Vel. 20, pp. 33-37.
Article: "Spxony"; Vol, 22, pp. 171.72. Articler *Thuringia.®

2. Ibid.

30 B!n‘ke, ‘.%‘ mg pt 233‘



The bridge over the Pulda River at Halsfeld was completed by
the engineers at 0940, and CCB immediately crossed and began the ad-
vance, The 86th Cavelry utiliged the intact railrosd bridge over

this river ?e'effeét a crossing between Melsungen and Malsfsld, and

ware thus in a position to begin their mission of protecting the north

-, ﬁani‘ as COB cleared the bridge, reserve command came zay and assumed

responsibility for its protection. OCA was ordered to move on the
Balsfeld bfﬁ.ége‘ &s soon as rge.lieved in 1ts position near Kasael.l

CCB advanced with its three combat teams, the 50th, 44th and 69th, -
gpproximately six miles. In the restricted area of the bridgehead, the
enemy wag able to effectively elow the rate of advance with bazooka firé
from strongpoints and roadblocks in or near the pnumercus villagesgz
This represented the total mileage covered by the 6th Armored on the
initial day of exploitation. ﬁouev;:;r,. the bridgehead was s;ecgzre‘ and,
late in the day, CCB had opened up its route of advance by using an

_air-atrike délivareé by P47 fighters that were flying columm cover for

the éiﬁsimﬁ

Sécond Day - 2 April 1945 (Sketeh 2)
CCA began ewséing the bridge et ¥alsfeld before dawn and had

ecleared at 0930.“ Bow the main offensive power of the Super Sixth

1. Burke, Op. Cit. p. 233.
2. JIbid, p. 254,

3. Ibid.
Ibid.




was east of the Fulda, and General Grow was able to advance with two

combat commands abreast and in multiple columns. With a total of six
combat teams striking him, the enemy evidently felt that it was time
to retreat to the next river line, and »ade haste to do so.

| CCA advanced rapldly and was opposed by infantrymen, &niﬁ-—taak
fire, “bazookame,n and self-propelled a,rbmery.l This anem# was 1ooseiy
‘arganizad and had no real will to fight. ‘

With CCA on the left (north) flank and GOB on the right, the
SBuper 8ixth ground shead and at 1930 CCB seized a bridge over the
¥Wehre River at Reichensachsen,? ‘

 Reserve command folluwed CCA over the bridge at Halsfeld and moved
behind CCB on the right (sgz/ath) rear flank.’ The 86th Cavalry cone
tinued to advance and screen the division's left {north) flank.

The division advanced more than twenty-two miles on t’his day,
despif;e heavily wooded and mountainous terrain, Enemy air harassed
forward elements throughout the pericd but were very in&ffe@ivef
The major impediment to a really rapid advance, however, was the lack
of bridges avef the VWerra River. Onee more General Grow found, at the
end of the day, that he had but one bridge on which te advance in the

division gone,

1. Burke, Op. Cit. p. 255.

2. Ibid.

3. After Action Report, Reserve Command, 6th Armored Division. p. l.
4. Burke, Op. Cit. p. 256.

5. JIbid. p. 255.
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4hird Pay - 3 &pril 1945 {Sketch 3)

CCB moved out of its bridgehead at Reichensachsen and raced for
the Werra river st early dawn. Eim‘aente of CCA followed immediately,
turned to the left, and were again to meet éisapgcrintment at the next
river line. - Late in the afternoon, the electrifying report came in-
that Combat Team 50 of CCB had 5ésmred a bridge over the Werra at Gross
Burschla, near thé southern border of the divisien zane.l'

Again the commanding gensral was faced with the problem of but
one bridge in the entire division azone., Howsver, if he had not pressed
the enemy incessantly at the approaches to every crossing in the gene,
the division might well havs been without any bridges. The desperate -
Rehrmacht was wnable to cope with all th;a» thrusts at so many vital
points, at approximately the same tiwe, The old problem of just when
tc blow a bridge has been the nemesis of many a defender.

CCR contimued to guard the bridges over the main supply route of

the division and, also, protected elements of division trains at Eschwege.z

The 86th Cavalry conducted reconnaissance north along the Werrs

River to Eiilershaagen.B

Fourth Day - 4 April 1945 (Sketch 3)
On this day, the boundaries between the First, Third and Seventh

1. After Action Report, 50th Armored Infantry Battalion. p. 1.
2e Bﬁrke, %i mu "Pe 257.
3. Ibid,

- 10 ~



United States Armies were readjusted. 6enera1 Patton ézas v‘alao given
orders to halt his army's rapid advance on the line Meiningen, Gotha,
Suhl, lLagensalza and ¥Wuhlhausen; and, thereafter, to confine its ad~
vance to no more than a few miles a day until euch time as tha ?:{rst
and Ninth &rmies could close up to his front, The bulk of %hese twc
- armies were engaged, at this time, in cleaning out ti;e Ruhr pecket,, s0
1¢ 1s not to be inferred that they had been outdistanced due to any
negleat on their part} | o

¥ith the neceasit.y for speed and distance removed fmm his drive
to the eaat, &eneral Grow ﬁaeiﬁezi to capture the Valaabla cemaicw-
tions center of Muhlhausen with & wide doubls 'envelopmnt usizag voth
cCA and CCB. - o

Each of the combat commands utilized three ea:s‘hat téams, in en-
eireling the eity, The execution of the plan was as followss - CCB on
the south -adﬁanced its leading unit, Combat Team 50, toward the city
from the southwest, and blocked all exits- m that direction; Ccmhat
Team 44 moved sgainst the city frota the seuth and seutheast with the
- same mission; Combat Team 69 moved to the east of the German center
and blocked all roads leading from the city in that direction. €CA
erossed the bridge at Gross‘.ﬁaréchla earlf in the day and deployed in

a similar manner on the north, with Combal Team 9 moving inte the town

1& ?Sttﬁﬁy _%a mo Pe 281»
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from the weat; Combat Team 68 from the north; and Combat Team 15 from
the northeast. By 1900 the flank elements of both combat commands
wore in contact, and the armored ring was slowly squeezed on the now
completely encircled eity. With the coming of darkness, all i&ni_t.s
were ordered te halt, post strong security to both the front and rear,
and be prepared to resume the attack on the following mcming.}"

Reserve Command protected the division rear end trains in the
vieinity of Struth, which is west cf Buhlhausen.?

The 86th Cavalry crossed the Werra and sgain took up its assigned
position on the ﬁorthﬁ

&t 1200, all elements of the 26lst Infantry ﬁegimaat, 65th Infantry
Division were relieved from attachment to the 6th Armored.® This did

not grestly effect the situation because the Super Sixth was no longer

plunging into Germany at so great a speed, therefore, the necessity for

protection of rear areas wers not so vital. This job had been assumed

by units that were now closing rapidly on the 6th Armored.

Fifth Day - 5 April 1945 (Sketch 3)
During the night, the defenders of Muhlhausen had realiged their
predicament and were no longer disposed ?jo follow the orders cf 4dolph
Ritler to defend their city to the last man.

1, Burke, Op. Cit. p. 258.
2. A&fter Action Report, Reserve Command, 6th Armored Division. pp.1-2.

3. Burke, Op. Cit. p. 259.

4. After Action Report, 6th Armored Division. p. 4.

- 12~



At éayiigﬁt, all éﬁx &mored units made a coordinated attack, .
without artillery, and by 0905 the city was secured. 'ﬁsaistanee was
vory light end numerous higheranking Bazis entered our prisoner of
war enclosure}

_ The 86th Cavalry contimued to screen the division's north flank,

" and Reserve Command was reconstituted and given the miasion of gusrding

all installations and supplies captured in Muhlhsusen. To do this,
the command was given the 63th Tank 8attalién,. the 50th Armored In~
fantry Battalion and Company C, 25th Armored Engineer Battalion.?

Upon beix?g relieved in Muhlhsusen by Reserve Command, CCA and CCB
took up mobile aefensive positions to the east and scuth of the city'~.3

These positions were occupied by the division because the XXth.
Corps had ordered that ne further advance to the east be made until
contact was established with the First Army Troops, which were now clos-
ing on the division's north flamk.%

The Mobile Defense - (Sketch 4)

During the five day period .10 April 1945, the division continued
to maintein a mobile defense in and around Muhlhausen, while awaitiﬁg
the clearing of the XXth Corps Zonme by infantry troops and, also, the

arrival of the First Aruw.5

1. Burke, _@_E» %& Pe 259,

2. Ibid,
3. Ibid.
z&’ Ibid.

5 id. PP 26@»66;



Reserve Command and Division Artillery Command were active during
the entire period, assisting both the 65th and 76th Infantry Divisions
in elearing up ;z_:aeketa. of enemy resistance to the division's rear.
Reserve Command alsc repelled a countsrattack by the Germans from
the north. Many German prisoners were taken and a grest amount of
enemy war materiel was destroying during the course of these acti;ms.l

The 3&}3 éavé.lry continmed to screen to ,ﬁiw north, and on 9 April
contact was made with the 3 Cavalry Group and the 69th Infantry Divi-
sion, both Pirst Army zmits; st Qﬁer.z

A1l other elements of the division continued to maintain g mobile

‘defense om approximately a forty mile front, until reljeved by units

from the 76th and 80th Infantry Divisions in their respective sectors,-

While engaged on this mission of defense, all units instituted

, az}‘vinteﬁsi?e raintenance program on vehicles and equipment in ,grepax;ann

tion for further getion to the east,?

‘On April 10th, the division received orders from the XXth Corps
dirvecting it to pass through the lines of the 76th Infantry iﬁvision
on the morning of 11 April., The mission was to advance in the zone
assigned snd to secure a bridgehead over the Elbe River, unless met

sooner by the Russian Amy}

1. Burke, Op. Cit. pp. 200-66.
2! }bi&. v
3.
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The 9th Armered Division, First Army, was to advance on the left
{north) -flank of the 6th Armored, and the 86th Cavalry was already
in ‘contact with this unit on the previcusly mentioned halt time., The
Zth ZAmered Division, XIIth Corps, ?hir?i 4drmy, was to operate on the
-' z;igh% (south) flank,t | |
Lo The stage was t.héa« sot for the finmsl drive of the war; all réa-i'st—'
ance to éhe rear of the 6th Armored had been cleaned cut, resupply and
rehabilitation of .equipmeﬁé had been éceomialisizad; also, the left {north)
ﬁaak had been secured by units of the First drmy. _

| The division organization for exploitation was §§milar to that
of 1 &pril, except that now the 50th Armored Infantry Battalion and
the 68th Tank Battelion were both in CCR. This assigament was made bew
cause supporting infantry was no longer attached to the division, al-
though the 76th Infantry Divielon was to follow and mop up in the zone
of advance, (Sketch 4) ‘ /

The plan of attack called for an advance in four columns in the
sone assigned, with CCA on the right (south) flank and CCB on the left.
CCR was to have one combat team follow the southernmost CT of CCA's two
columns and one CT on the cutside (north) route of CCB. Division Head-

quarters and Division Trains were to march ‘on the inside Toutes of .

1. ?attm’ ggs ﬁﬁa Pe 297.



either or both leading combat commands, and COR had the mission of
securing their flauksfl‘
The 86th Cavalry Squadron was again to furnish flank protection

on the m’;rth.z

6th Day - 1) april 1945 (Sketch 4)
At 0700, the division passed through the lines of the cooperating

infantyry as planned, and smashed the thin crust of enemy resistance

"~ that had built up during the enforced delay of the psst five days.?"

 This time the powerful, mcbile might of the armor was not to be
denied and, by nightfall, the division had advanced sixty miles, secur- .
izzg,,t;hrea bridges over the Saale River, The broken, éemci-alizeé rem-
nants of the Wehrmacht offered but slight resistance to the four racing
eelnms.l*

During the day, CCA 1iberateé X00 allied prisoners of war at

Ba& Sulza and overrsn the ‘infamous conaen%ratwa camp at Buchenwald,
north of Weimar., There were more than 21,000 political prisoners in
this torture camp. late in the day, the north column of CCA succeeded
in eeis-ing a bridge intact over the Saale River st Camburg, north of

the city of Jena.>

1. Burke, Op. Cit. p. 267.

2’ . miés pt 268»

3. Ibid. Pe Qé?o
4.  Ibid.

5. After Action Report, 6th Armored Division. p. 8.
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CCB captured two bridges over this seme river, one at Kleinher-
ingen and one at &asen.l ' .
CCR protected the divieion trains and the 86th Cavalry continued

to screen the north ﬂankoz

7th Day - 12 april 1945 (Sketch 5)
| Dawn again found the 6th Armored dr;ving relentlessly to the |
east against gradually stiffening resistance. An sdvance of tyge.nty
aight niles t.a. the Weisse-Elster River was"made, and two bridges cap~>
tured in the face of active and determined resﬁtmae. The division
was now being opposed by organized forces manning formidable 88mm
anti-aireraft guns, which héd been empl'acad- to protect the many vitsl
installations in this ares. 411 of these antinairérart gung. Were. cap-
able of horifsoxitgi fire and they were so located that t;hey‘i;?are 'mz’ftﬁal}.y
supporting. The Germans capitalized on this and used the anti-aircraft
wespons quite effectively aé anti-tank guns,.?‘

The two columns of CCA advanced in the zone approximately abreast,
until they"-:?eaehaé the Weisse-Elster River. CT 15 was stopped by the
previcusly mentioned AA guns at Casekirchen, While part of the unit
was ongaged with these guns, another element by-passed to the south of

this strongpoint and pressed on to the river.4 CT 9 succeeded in

1. After Aetion Report, 6th 4rmored Division., p. 8.
2. Ibid.

3. Burke, Op. Cit. p. 269.

4o Tbid, |




resching the river without being stopped, tut met nilsfortune at
gaséandarf'. Here, t&a armored infantrymen sdvanced with speed and
daring in the face of éerman small arme fire, but, after the leading
company had crossed the coveted bridge, which did not appear to be
prepared for demolition, it was blown sky-high by a concealed time~
bomb, The chagrined infantrymen maintained the force on the far
‘bank and immediately instituted reconnaissance for other crossings
te the seﬁth}

€CB advanced rapidly in its gone, by-passing ﬁze strongly held
eity of Zeitz, HNotwithstanding this move, the command still found
itself slowed up by defenders manning the 24 guns, that were on the
north of Zeits. By steady fighting, C€CB forced its way to the Weisse-
Elster, hut toc late to secure a bridge. Every bridge in the CC gone
had been destroyed. In order to maintain the momentum of the attaék,
the Combat Command moved to the north, into the zome of the Vth Corps.
?}zis resulted in the seigure of an intaet bridge at Pegaﬂ.z &t this.
time, the 6th Armored was ahead of the 9th Armored Division which was
operating in the Vth Corps zone, so that this movement by CCB was
possible, without interfering with the latter division.’

XXth Corps directed that elements of the division, which were now

1, Burke, %@ ﬁio Pe 269,
2. Jbid.
3. Idvide pe 271




in the gone of the First Army, would operate under the command of Vth
Corps, until sac!i time as they could agasin return to their own zone.
Thus, command was temporarily witcheé to facilitate eontrel.l

CCR secured the bridges that had been seized over the Saale River
the day before by the 6th Armored, until all elements had crossed;
then moved toward the by-passed resistance center of Zeits, to clear the
division mein supply route, Resistance was stiff and at the end of the
day COR had mot yet reached the city,?

The 86th Cavalry had also found it necessary to cross into the
gone of the Vth Corps and at 1630 they estsblished contact with CCR
of the @th Armored Division. The squadron then crossed the Weisse-

Zlster at Pegan behind the last elements of CCB,>

8th Day - 13 &pril 1945 (Sketch §)
During this day, the division established and expanded three
bridgeheads over the Weisse~Elster. 4 fourth bridgehead at Pegau
was released to Vih Corps by CCB and this command then contimed to
the east. CCB had completed crossing the bridge before any of the
Vth Corps units had closed on it and had been given permission to
continue its advance without interraption., By eveéing CCB hed reached

Iuckas where 4t halted and prepared te continue its advance the

1. Burke, Op. Cit. p. 271,
2. Ibid. p. 270,
3. Ibid.



following morn Mg.‘l

CCR, in the middle of the division zoné was heavily engaged at
Zeitz, where it was attempting to establish a bridgehead. The 304th
Infantry Regiment, 76th Infantry D:ivision, moved up to assist CCR
4n its task and \attempta. wore ina-de to conplete a Bailey type bridge,
but intense artillery and mortar fire on the site made this im;mssime
during daylight.?

CCA, on the south, was effectively delayed during the entire day
because of blown bridges over the Weisse-~Elster River in its acne.
lLate in the day, €T 9 had succeeded in estéblishing a combination
bridge and ford at Rossendorf. This was made possible by opening
some dams on the river in that vicinity, and by utilizing logs and. a
section of treadway bridge. These materials were laid directly on
the bed of the river, and the banks cut down so that heavy wehicles
oould negotiate the crossing., By 1800, the combat team was entirely
across th.e river and it then ﬂrové east with renewed vigmr.a

' The other fighting team of (CA, Combat Team 15, forced a cross~
ing at Schkauditg In the face of heavy épposition, and at 2100 all
elemeﬁts of this unit, except the direct support field artillery

battalion, had crossed and were in a position to resume their ud_vance."

1. Burke, ‘%. _g_i&u Pe 271,

2, Jbid. p. 272
3. Ibid. p. 271
4. Ibid.




. The 86th Cavalry advanced tc the east in the Vih Corps zone and

sereened the left {north) flank of CCB.Y

9th Day -~ 14 April 1945 (Sketch 5)
By penetrating and flanking action, the 6th Armored had broken

the Weisse~Elster River defense lime and it now continued its ex-
ploitation, advanelng approximately twenty eight miles to the Zwick-
¥ulde River at Rochlitz. The diviston had destroyed more than 150

German guns of 88m caliber or larger, during the last two days in this

- general area.?

CCA met stubborn resistance throughoét its zone, after crossing
the Weisse-Elster. CT 9 and 15 destroyed or overran more than thirty
five enemy artillery pleces. Progress was not spectacular but it was
steady =ll during the day. The mobility of the armored columns was
utiliged tc flank and by-pass reaistaﬁce whenever this was possible,
Leading elements of the command were at Qber Kossa at dark..3

CCB was farther to the/east tﬁén any of the other divisiénal
units and they were dstermined to maintain their lead, The excursion
of this unit into the zone of the Vth Corps had allowed them to assume
this commanding lead. They returned to the 6th Armored zone at lLehma
and again moved toward the Elbe with all possible gpeed. This unit

found that most of the resistance was centersd in the towns and where

1. After Action Report, 86th Cavalry Squadron, P, 4.
2. Burke, Op. Cit. p. 270.
3. Ibid. p. 273.
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. Zwick-Mulde al Pochlits,

‘for an attack on the city.

feasible ié also by-passed ﬁhése'%rcéble Spets‘to'Gaiatain-momentéﬁ*

CCB ended its march for'the_ﬁay with the capture of a bridge over the

1

_CCR, which had been engaged heavily in the reduction of the de~
fenses of Zeltz, now turned responsibility fer completing this task
over to units of the 76th Infantry Division and moved on to the east

over the ford at Rossendorf, At nightfall, the command had closed on

. Altenburg, another by-passed center of resistence, and was preparing

2

The 86th Cavalry maintained contact with the 9th Armored Division

"~ on the north and centinued to advance %o the east.B

10th Day - 15 April 1945 (Sketch 6)
For the hard-fighting 6th Armored, this day was virtually the end

of the war in Eurcpe. The division had closed up on a limiting line

that had been worked out with the Russians by higher headquarters, and
its surging advance acrose Germany was ended. Nothing else had stopped
it, only orders from the top could accomplish what the Germans had
failed to do since Normandy. %hen the limiting line &;came known to

the lower units the 6th Armored had established three bridgeheads over

the Zwick-inlde River, and had cne combat team seize three additional

}s. 3&2’?&8 y QE; mg ‘?t 2?3&
2, Ibid. pp. 2734
3. Zbid. P 27 i;a



' %y turning on all tank sirens as it entereﬁ ‘the outskirts.

bridges over the Zachopau River, which was the next major water eb‘stgele.l

This unit was érdered to hold the tomn of Mittweida on the %chopaa; and,
sinde thi# then represented the most advanced American army element, most
eféhé news;:;ager correspomeﬁts came here hoping to meet the .aﬁssiaxx Army.
As histery records, the fates decreed otherwise, and so.the story of an
excellent cnmbat éiviaion ended with s disa;}pomtment.

" pan found CCA determined to overtake GCB during the day. Accorde
iﬁgiy, a rapid aévance was made Yy both combat teams and, shortly after
noon, Cr 9 selized a bridge évs-r' the Zwick-Fulde at Lﬁgzenau. Thie unit

caused consternation in the ranks of the ﬁeman'r‘defenders ¢f this town

2 Sirens were
vax:y closaly assmciatsd with air attacks in the German mind and, for

thie reason, cheos was quickly achieved among the epemy by this simple
device, O 9 paused only to put mt security for the bridge they had ‘
seiged, and then sped for Mittwelda and the Zachopsu River. The leading
elements of this team entered this town literally through the back door. -
4 little used couniry lane led 4n to the town from the west, while the
main road entered from the scuthwest. | CT 9 used the 1little trail for

its entrance and & German battalien was left to watch along the main

entrance and wonder where the Americans were. (They later discovered

1. Burke, Op. Cit. p. 274
2. Ibid,
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this information, but not until they were hi% from the rear.)  CT 9

ed in this action and i% ptlayézi no farther part in the war,?

”expandsd its bridgehea& over the Zwick-Bulde, until %‘,he Zimtina iige

' rapiély to the east and assembled in the vicinity of Eﬂa&;é

. Squadron was ordered to establish contact with units an both flanks of
the 6th Armored. Contact was made with the 9th Armored Division at

’ south, 5

-of the United States Army during the closing, decisive days of the

quiakly secured the %&m briéges 1o, or near ﬁi%wa*és and wﬁgass:sé
them to the easté“ CT 15 closed cn CF 9 and engaged the by~g;asaeﬁ

Germans on the southern edge of Wittweida. The Cerman unit was scatier
On the north, CCB cleared Rocklits of all enemy msisﬁnw‘ and

was reaehsé‘a

OCR seccepted the surrender of &}taabtzrg and the command then moved

¥hen the XXth Corps limiting line was reached, the 86th Cavalry

Lastau cn the north and the 4th Armored Division was contacted on the

CONCLUSION

This paper has dealt with the sctions of oné ermored division

war in ‘Eﬁmpe,

1. Burke, Op. Cit. p. 274
2. Ibtd.
3. Ibid.
4« Ibid.

5. Jbid. P 275 ,




" of a perfeetly executed double envelopment.

The reader should keep this fact in mind.as he considers the .
tactics herein desoribed; this was not en isolated armored éivi&im i

. operating alone, dbut it mﬁ an integral part. @f & viecterious amerie&a

arny during that 'arsﬁr’s final thrust into the heartlsnd of cur Qem&n

‘eneny, |
| "ﬁeré' ve havé éeenv émr 'ia its m@st suecessful role; timt of ex~

" s §ia§t&ti€m in enemy rear aréaa. Superior fire power, shock &&i@a ;
‘fan& mobility embleé this unit m achieve success ngaizxst all %;ypas ef
- resiataace during these ten days.

The exploitation really began with the successful crossings over

the Fulda and Werra Rivers, but was interrupted momentarily by the

higher commanders te ailosa ini‘antry units to mop up in the zone to the

" division's rear. During this enforced wait the division was employed

in reducing & major enemy communications center, Kuhlhausen, by means

-

During the succeeding four days we find the division engaged in

snother of its primary roles, that of mobile defense and counterattack,

We next find the armored units utilizing their speed, firepower

" and flexibility in & lighting advance through the infantry lines, to

close on and capture bridgeheads over the important Saale River.

- RE -



After the crossing of the Saale, the advance of the division was
slowed perceptibly by onemy anits,.making~de%erﬁined stands with ime
provised anti-tank (88 millimeter flak guns) weapens. However, by

- gquick decisions, tnitiative and rescurcefulness, the advance was kept
rolling. - The decision to enter the assigned sone of‘a&at%er unit is
ene that any military commander hesitates to make, dut it was done in
t&is instanceAta advance CCB over the Weisse-Elster prcﬁptly. Had this

. decision not been made, it is quite possible that the entire division
}.vnulﬁ heve bogged down on this defended river line.

Agsin, the initiative and resourcefulness that led the soldiers

of CCA to open the dams on this same river, allowing the water level

to drop until it was feasible tc construet a ford, exhibited to the
highest degreevthe type of action that is needed to keep armor rolling.

4 simple %schaiqnﬁ such as that displayed at Lunzenau, when the
tank sirens were turns& on, again illustrstes the ingenuity that is
demanded of armored soldiers in the exgiaitatieﬁ.

Yhen, during thisAdiviaion’s finsl thrust of the war, units of
CCA attacked the town of Mittweida from an umsxpected direction and
caught the enemy unprepared, these scldiers were exemplifying in

action one of the oldest principles of war, that of surprise.




Lﬂgieﬁiwl snpply of forward units was assureé at ali tmés duriag

; g'this action. This was accomplished by the éivisim ‘compander by utilia-n
ing aca and eoopamting infantry units to clear wp any hy«—passe& eentera

f .af r@s.imanee, ,and the eaval:y srer@ also useé to pr@viée aemrity’

far elem&nts of the ﬁiv:siﬁm
%ith thesge highhghts we have revieﬁeda the actima and ‘techniques

exaplaye& by an armovad division in a ‘suceessful exploitation, snd it

‘can be said in szmmry, that the 6th &rmored Division perfaf@& ax«

ée?iaﬁt},y its exploitation missigz; deep in the enemy resr areas by

disrupting lines of commnication, isclating enemy units, and émaﬁng
 confusion and fear in the mﬁézds of the German veople,

‘The lesscns to be learned from this -amﬂraé operation are not new,
Eut it is felt that they should be emxmerated for emphasis,

The objective must be kept in mind at all times. 4 soldier must
allow nothing to divert him from hie assigned mission.

Surprise is essential to the suceess of an armored maneuver ;fi@sp_\ L
in enemy~held territory. Surprise brings success speedily and armor
mst swiftly exploit any advantage thus cobtained.

a&a armored unit in an mloitatio:x mission musﬁ contimually proe

vide for all-around security, sinee it is wvulnerable to attack from



any direction. Hewever, the column formations normally used and the
rapid advance of these columns against a less mobile enemy, provides
automstic flank pmtact.icn, and only when the column halte wust addi-

tional security to the flanks bé provided.

The prineciple of simplieity is especially applicable to the orders

of an amreﬁ unit in exploitation. Rarely, if ever, are higher commanders
able to supewisa the execution of their orders, and 1Secaase of this
ﬁ‘w orders should be of the m'issim type, allowing the armored soldier
great latitude in the accomplishment of his mi&sﬁon.
Rapid and aggressive movement is eésantial to the aecompl«ishmeﬁt
of a mission of exploitation. Umnecessary delsys in reaching the ob-
“jective are costly and should be svolded 'L:gr any means available, 4
highly mobile armored column, opersting against a less mobile enemy,
ie only playing into that enemys bands, if it allows itself ito be slowed
down each time it meets a strong-point. In most cases enew‘ resistézzee
evaporates when by-passed. It is imperative for armor to keep moving
to bs sucecessful, ‘ |
Fhen ar armored column is stopped 's.?.zert of the objective by enemy
- resistance, deployment must be aatomatic.} Zveryone must be prepdred

. to work together as'a team to reduce the cbstacle without the necessity




of waiting for complicated orders and Mstmc'himﬂ:

The operation that has beeﬁ deseribed, and others like it, demoh-
strates that the prfap@r application of the pﬂnaipleﬁr of the employ-
went of armor will produce wtata#di‘mg results. In the hands of a
capable commander an armored division is 8 superior at‘mwgie. and
métieai member of our ground combat forces. Be gregl g.réd to use your

armor decisively!



ABNEX I

The argéssizazion. of the division for exploitation was as i‘elloﬁszl
Combat Command A

15th Tank Battalion

68th Tank Battalion, minus Company &

gth Armored Infantry _Battalien

Bd Battalion, 261st, Infantry Regiment® ,

Troop C, 86th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, h!éc}aanizeé

Gompany A, 50th Armored Infantry Battalion

Company B, 25th Armored Engincer Battalion

Platoon, Company C, 25th émoredr Engineer Battalion

Company B, 603d Tank Destroyer Battalion®

‘Battery 4,777th AAA Battalion, minus 1 Seection®

86th Cavalry Recomnsissance Squadron Mechanized

86th Cavalry Raconnaissance Squadron Mechanized, minus Trocps B and €
Company &, 603d Tank Destroyer Battalion#

Platoon, Company €, 25th Armored Engineer Battalion

1. After sction Report, 6th Armored Division. pp. l-2.




Combat Command B

69th Tank Battalion
A4th &rmored Infantry Battalion
50th Armored Infantry Bama.iim=, ninus Company 2

24 Battalion, 26lst Infantry Regiment®

Company 4, 681:!1 Tank &tﬁali@n _
Troop B, Sﬁth cenmlrsr Raemmissanca sqtmdron, Mechanized -

" Company a, 25th Armored Engin@er aatta&.iw

Platoon, Company <, 25th Armored Engineer mmm@
Company f:', é03d Tank Destroyer Battalion®

- Reconnaissance Companys &3& Tank Beatrmr B&ttalioni

Battery B, TT7th A&A Eattslion'

‘Reserve

25th Armored Bngineer Battalion, minus Companies A, B and C.
603 Tank Destroyer Battalion, mimus Gompanies A, B and G
77Tith AAA Battalion, minus Batteries 4, B and D

261st Regimental Combat Team, 65th Infantry Division®

261st Infantry Regimsn%, mims 2nd snd 34 Battalions end Cannon
Company

869th Field Artillery Battalion, Towedw

Cannen Company, 261lst Infantry Regiment#



Battery D, 546th AA4 Battalion®

. Company A, 691st Tank Destroyer Battalion®
Reconnaissance Troop, 65th Infantry Division#*
Company G, 8lst Chemical Battalion

' ?latebn, éompmy Cs 265th Gomb#t Engineer Battalion®
Company C, 365& Medical Battalion®

Division artille

128th Armored Field Artillery Battslion. (Direct Support of CCB)
212th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, (Direct Support of CCA)

\
231st Armored Field Artillery Battalion. {(Direct Support of CCB)
1934 Field Artillery Group* '

274th Armored Field Artillery Battalion.® (Direct Sﬁp}mri of CCA)

689th Field Artillery Battalion.? (Reinforcing). |

176th Field Artillery Battalion.* (Reinforcing)

Battery B, 777th AAA Battalion.®

Sections Battery &, 777th AdA Battalion.*

Bivision Trains
76th Armored ¥edical Battalion
3d Platoon, 16th Field Hospital®
128th Ordnance Maintenance Battalion
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6424 Quartermaster Truck Company®
3803d Quartermaster Truck Company®
Battery C, 777th A4 Battalion, minus 2 sections®

2 Sections, Battery C, 777th 43A Battalion®

* Attached Non-Divisional Troops
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